
By all definitions, Purnima Ruanglertbutr is cer-
tainly an ‘artist’.  Only 20, but already a name to 
look out for, Purnima is a promising young Thai 
artist who clearly thrives on the arts and possess-
es a passion for creativity in all areas of the arts 
– whether in Writing, Fine Arts, Theatre or Dance. 

A rising visual Artist and Writer, Purnima has been 
writing poetry and short fiction since she was 10.  
What’s her motivation?  “It transports me to an-
other realm and is a continuing process of self-
discovery.” Purnima graduated with a Bachelor 
of Creative Arts (Honours), from the University of 
Melbourne, with double majors in Creative Writ-
ing and Visual Media. She has won two writer 
awards in Melbourne - 1st place for Short Fiction 
and 2nd place for Poetry. One of her pieces of art 
that took the form of an ‘artist’s book’ was exhib-
ited and showcased in Melbourne and received a 
highly commended award by the University.

It is an established fact that Artists strive for per-
fection. Well, Purnima believes in always striving 
for the best. “Always striving high, anything less 
than my best won’t do…always stretching be-
yond the horizon.”  What has helped her in her 
quest? She has a keen sense of observation and 
is constantly learning and sharing her passion of 
the arts with those around her. She relishes that 
“it’s a liberty and autonomy one can gain in no 
other form”. This outpouring of her zest and mind, 
a determination to differ and succeed is reflected 
in her writing, paintings, photography, dance 
performances, choreography and the numer-
ous activities and short courses she has done.  
She draws inspiration from her own experiences 
and observations of things around her.  Her own 
cultural background of both Indian and Thai has 
converged to produce art that depicts an aes-
thetic fusion from the wealth of both heritages 
– something that’s uniquely Purnima. 

Working Media
Purnima loves to work with the following media: 
Acrylic Painting, Watercolour Paintings, Oil Paint-
ing, Printmaking, Linocuts, Traditional Darkroom 
Black and White Photography, Digital Photogra-
phy – Photoshop and new media. Like all true 
artists, Purnima forms a relationship with the 
material/medium used – be it photography, 
printmaking, paint-media or sculpture – she fully 
engages in the session and allows the material to 
guide her into endless possibilities and realms. At 
times, what emerges in both the literary and fine 
art, takes her by surprise… in such moments, she 
feels “it is the consciousness in oneself that flour-
ishes when you set out to ‘create’ ”.    

Exhibitions
Purnima has participated in five exhibitions in 
Melbourne so far.  Comprising a mixture of pho-
tography, installation art and contemporary fine 
art exhibitions, these were held in galleries and 
also around the university campus - some were 
solo exhibitions while others were collaborative.

Up and Coming Artist

What makes an artist?  Well, the present day concept of an ‘art-
ist’ is a person who engages in an activity deemed to be an art.  
The word also is used in a qualitative sense of, a person crea-
tive in, innovative in, or adept at, an artistic practice. Most often, 
the term describes those who create within a context of ‘high 
culture’, activities such as drawing, painting, sculpture, acting, 
dancing, writing, filmmaking, photography, and music—people 
who use imagination, talent, or skill to create works that may be 
judged to have an aesthetic value. 

Future Aspirations
Purnima feels that young artists have not been given 
enough exposure or attention in Thailand.  “Whilst the 
Art scene in Bangkok is thriving, there is a lot of art tal-
ent from young artists that go unnoticed and aren’t 
showcased, as the majority of works are concentrated 
on renowned artists.”  She hopes to initiate a platform 
that will unify such aspiring artists, providing them ex-
posure and giving them the base, place and opportu-
nity to bloom as creative individuals in both the literary, 
and fine arts. “An artist is not an artist until he subjects 
himself to public scrutiny.”  “This journey to the ‘public 
eye’ can be memorable and gratifying.” Making this at-
tainable for other aspiring artists will certainly be just 
another feather in her cap.

Activities, publications and involvement
Besides exhibitions, Purnima has been busy with other 
activities on the art scene.  This included:
• Participation in the Melbourne Arts Festival – her black 
& white photograph of a barren landscape was selected 
and exhibited. 
• Operating as the Editor and Activities officer of Mel-
bourne University’s Photography Club. 
• Operating as the Regional Editor: Bangkok, for The Ex-
pat Arts Magazine – currently an Online Magazine that 
reports on International Living, Culture, Arts, Design and 
Travel, with a specific focus on expatriate activities in the 
arts worldwide. Content is supplied by internationals in 
the arts globally and represented locally by voluntary re-
gional editors and partners.
• Attaining certificates for courses in: Illustrating chil-
dren’s picture books, Writing for children’s picture books, 
Street Latin dance, and Freelance writing journalism, in 
Melbourne. 
• Completing a short course in interior design, product 
design and visual communication at Raffles LaSalle In-
ternational Design School in Bangkok.

Awards & Achievements
Awards and achievements to date include:
• Receiving the Dean’s List Award in 2007 from Mel-
bourne University for academic achievement (awarded 
to the top 1% of the Faculty of Arts, which comprises 
5,000 undergraduates)
• Having her writing, poetry, fiction and photography 
published in various journals, magazines and newslet-
ters in Melbourne and won competitions and awards. 
• Having her essay, “My Thailand, My Dream,” short-listed 
among the top 10 entries in the 2nd Junior IMPAC Dub-
lin Literary Awards competition for Thailand, which saw 
a total of 140 entries for the central region. 
• Having numerous paintings, together with poems, 
published in The Nation, Thailand’s Newspaper.
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